PHYSICS
Course Syllabus
2024-2025                                                                                                                       Ms. P. Garnett, Instructor


Welcome to the 2024 Year of Physics Part A.  I am very excited about this semester.  The second part of Physics, Part B will begin the second semester.  The Physics textbook that will be used is published by McGraw Hill.  This is going to be a great year as we obtain knowledge and skills to be more proficient in Physics.  A lot of activities have been planned to make this a very fun and enjoyable year.
	
Course Description:  Physics is a branch of science that involves the study of the everyday world.  This course of study introduces the concepts that control the physical world around us.  Emphasis is put on the nature of science and inquiry.  This course focuses on applying mathematical models to situations.  This course relies on mathematical skills developed in Algebra I and Geometry.  It will include the units of study mentioned in the course topics section but also includes various essential skills:  the metric system, scientific method, laboratory safety, measurements, scientific notation, and significant figures.  Upon completion of this course, students should be able to pass, with a minimum of 70% accuracy, each assessment in order to show the acquired knowledge.  Physics begins with the everyday physical world around us and goes on to give us many answers--along with a rich and detailed account of things like force, motion, gravity, heat, light, electricity and magnetism--that actually give rise to the everyday world.  This course is based on the curriculum guidelines provided by the State of Georgia under the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) for Physics (www.georgiastandards.org).

Instructional Philosophy:  All students are educable.  This course will offer opportunities for cooperative learning and individual inquiry.  During the course of the year, we will be using a variety of teaching strategies including lectures, labs, projects and written assignments. Students will master the Georgia Performance Standards for Physics through hands-on activities, laboratory experiments and cooperative learning.  Students will also use technology to complete various activities and assignments. 

Major Course Goals:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will have acquired supplemental knowledge about the content area of Physics.  . The objective of this course is to provide a fundamental understanding of the principles of high school physics. Students will be able to apply concepts of scientific inquiry.  These goals will be accomplished by students mastering the Georgia Performance Standards which will give students the ability to use reasoning and thinking skills to learn and understand curriculum objectives. 

Major Course Projects & Instructional Activities:  One to three projects/labs for each unit can be expected.  Students will be required to complete a science fair project in which they earn credit for various checkpoints throughout the first semester.
                         
Class Policies & Procedures:  The student will agree to be responsible for his/her property and behavior at all times during the class period.  The following is a list of standard policies and procedures for this class.  These policies were devised in accordance with the Richmond County Board of Education mandates and guidelines.

1.   All work should be headed with name, subject, assignment, class period and date in the upper right hand                    corner of the paper.  Up to 15 points will be deducted from final score, when a paper is turned in with no correct heading.
2.  Neatness will be a major factor in determining your assignment grade.  Messiness will not be tolerated.
3.  All class material (including book) must be brought to class daily.  
4.  Restroom breaks will not be allowed.  All personal matters should be taken care of in between classes.  No student will be allowed out of class 15 minutes after the tardy bell and fifteen minutes before the final bell.
5.  Late work will be accepted with a deduction of ten points per day.   Turning in all assignments is encouraged.  It is better to receive a grade than to receive a zero grade.
6.  Students are required to take and pass with 70% proficiency a lab safety test prior to performing lab experiments.  Students who do not receive a score of 70% proficiency or better must retake the test and will be given a zero for any lab activities done during that time.
7.  Students who are unsuccessful on major tests and/or quizzes will be assigned one hour of academic detention for the purpose of remediation.
8.  Students will be given at least one-week notice of all tests.  Absences one or two days prior to a test do not excuse students from taking the test.

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated on any level.  Cheating is not allowed.   The consequences are two Friday detentions and a parent-teacher-student conference.
Class is not officially dismissed until I, the teacher dismisses the class.  The bell does not dismiss.

Laboratory Rules:  See the Lab Safety Contract.  YOU MUST WEAR GOGGLES IN THE LAB when using chemicals!  Points will be deducted for not following the FEDERAL LAW!  Your contract MUST be on file before working in the lab.
  
Classroom Expectation: All students are expected to participate fully and safely all activities, and to come to class prepared and ready to learn.  Students will be required to follow all school rules and policies as stated in the student handbook and code of conduct book.  Student behavior will be monitored daily.  Also, the following rules will be enforced with the consequences listed.   The 8 major rules that will provide a climate conducive for learning:

1.   Report to class on time and ready to learn.  Remain in assigned seat.  Start on Bell Assignment immediately.
2.   Be respectful to teacher and classmates.
3.   Refrain from the use of profanity of any kind.
4.   Bring all of your materials to class each day.  All electronic devices (cell phones, MP3 players, I-                 Pods, ear-phones, ear buds) are not allowed.  NO cell phones or electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.  Refusal to abide by the electronic devices rules will result in school suspension and may lead to tribunal.  
5.   Refrain from bringing book bags into the classroom.
6.   Refrain from bringing food or drink into the classroom (Absolutely no eating or drinking is allowed).
7.   Follow all lab procedures in order to remain safe when performing labs.

Failure to adhere to the class rules will result in the following consequences:
FIRST OFFENSE – A Verbal Warning will be given from the teacher.
SECOND OFFENSE – Parental Contact will be made.  
THIRD OFFENSE – After School Detention (ISD) will be assigned. Student will be given instructions of the procedure for After School Detention. 
FOURTH OFFENSE – Office referral.
  
Make-up Policy:  
Students with legally excused absences have 5 days to make up all missed assignments.  Test and laboratory activities must be made up after school from 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule make-up labs and obtain missed work.  Students with illegally excused absences or who miss the 5-day cut-off will receive a zero for all missed tests, labs and assignments.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk15589036]Supplies and Material Needed:  The following list of materials is a requirement for this course:
	Textbook
	Computer
	Notebook Paper & Graph Paper

	Blue or Black ink pens/penci1             
	Lab/Composition Notebook
	Metric Ruler

	1-1/2 inch Three Ring Binder
	Glue Sticks
	Scientific Calculator - Casio






Success is a Journey, Not a Destination
	

Th
Please order a Casio Scientific Calculator using the following website casio.com/us/edu-shop and use the code US1318GL1020 in order to get a discount.

Topics that will be covered: (These topics’ schedule may be subject to change according to                     conflicts in the school’s schedule and class time available for learning).

      Kinematics                 Forces                 Gravitation and Circular Motion            Impulse and Momentum

   Homework Policy & Grading Policy:  Students will receive grades for tests, quizzes, labs, homework, projects, and presentations. Homework will be given periodically, and students are required to study every night.  The homework policy and grading scale listed in the student’s handbook will be adhered to.  The final semester grade will be based on the total average of the grades that the student has accumulated.  


	Major Assignments (40%)
	 Minor Assignments (60%)




[bookmark: _Hlk15590062]Tutoring /Additional Assistance:  Extra help is always available.  The sooner that I am made aware of any problems, the better it can be resolved.  I am here to help.  Do not wait until the day before the test to come and ask me questions.  I am available every day after school.  I strongly encourage you to take advantage of this time.  It is my sincere desire to provide every child with knowledge and experience he/she will need to be successful.  I am looking forward to a very exciting year.

Parents, please feel free to contact me at concerning your child or assignments.  My office hours will be 2:30 - 3:30 pm., after school.  The telephone number is 706-796-4924 and my e-mail is garnepa@richmond.k12.ga.org.  Students will sign up for remind so that you will be kept up to date about assignments, due date and upcoming test. The remind code will be assigned according to the class period that your child is assigned to.
									

Please sign the form below and return only the bottom portion to class the following day.

Student:

[bookmark: _Hlk15589967]By signing below, I indicate that I have read the entire syllabus for Ms. Garnett’s Physics course Part A, and understand its content, expectations and agree to accept my responsibilities and abide by the policies in this syllabus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                  	
                                                                        Student’s Signature

 		
                                                                                  Date
Parent/Guardian:
  
By signing below, I indicate that I have read and reviewed the entire syllabus for Ms. Garnett’s Physics course, and I understand what is expected of my child.

                                                  	
                                                                       Parent’s Signature	

                                                  	
                                                                                  Date
